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Dear Supporters, Partners and Allies in our Fight,

Thank you and Onward We Push,

“It has been the support of every 
single individual that has allowed 
Urban Light to reach our 5th year.”

It is with a heavy heart that each year I write my annual 
message as it is always my wish to say there are less boys we 
are serving, less exploitation we are seeing, less abuse we 
are treating, less violence we are witnessing...and yet the 
reality is that we are serving more boys than ever before. Our 
services have expanded to now include legal services to 
help our young boys access birth certificates, ID cards and 
citizenship so that they do not remain unmarked individuals 
but individuals with an identity and a story. We have also 
started a successful and critically needed Substance Abuse 
Prevention and Intervention program that supports young 
men who are using/abusing substances and in need of 
rehabilitation and recovery. 
 In the dimness of the world we are exposed to daily, the 
highlight of my year was adding a bona fide DOCTOR(!) 
to our team, Dr. Matilda has been a tremendous addition 
to our team treating the countless physical and emotional 
wounds of our Boys. Between testing for STI’s/HIV and 
treating burns, bruises and black eyes she is educating our 
team and community on the many faces of trafficking. 

 Yet despite all these remarkable numbers and impressive 
statistics you will find in this report, I am still not able to say 
trafficking and exploitation does not exist in Chiang Mai. I 
still see Boys arriving to Urban Light sick and weak, hungry 
and homeless, depressed and suicidal. The flow of needs 
and desire to serve is greater than ever before and I feel 
so privileged that Urban Light has a staff of talented, 
compassionate and skilled individuals who are there to 
greet, comfort and empower. Our Thailand Director has 
put together a skilled, determined and brave team that 
will continue to serve this vulnerable population so that 
one day we can see a community where boys are no 
longer exploited but empowered and 
respected.
 This year has been a great challenge 
as far as funding and despite a drastic 
decrease in individual funding it is my 
hope that the tide will change and 
our global community will find their 
way back to donating towards our 

ever growing services. It has been the support of every 
single individual that has allowed Urban Light to reach our 
5th year. Thank you to every single one of our donors and 
partners for the light they bring to this very dark issue, for 
together we are lighting a path towards empowerment 
and change!

MESSAGE FROM FOUNDER + PRESIDENT 
ALEZANDRA RUSSELL  



Dear Urban Light partners, supporters, and friends,

Thank you for a break-through 2015!
Sincerely, Brent Seely

MESSAGE FROM THAILAND DIRECTOR 
BRENT SEELY 

 The year to which we recently bid farewell, 2015, 
encompassed the full spectrum for us at Urban Light—the 
full 360, priceless highs and deep lows. However, I’ll always 
remember 2015 as the year of immeasurable growth and 
transformation for the organization. Neither Urban Light nor 
the UL team will ever be the same.  
 Most times, the year-end reports of non-profits focus on 
the beneficiaries served, as indeed they should. I feel led 
to do something slightly different. In this annual message I 
would like to focus on the people behind the beneficiaries—

the inspiring UL staff members. If not for the staff’s constant 
support and unconditional love, the advances of last year 
would not have been possible. Our team—the rookies and 
the more seasoned members—brought both stability and 
passion to the daily effort of supporting the boys and young 
men who are drawn to the hope offered by Urban Light. 
 The dedication and unmatched work ethic of the UL 
team enabled us to expand our services and increase our 
impact, reaching more beneficiaries than ever before.  And 
lifting more boys and young men out of lives of despair is 

what UL is all about!
 So, what did we do? Well, we 
expanded our target groups into circles 
of street-involved or underserved 
populations—these are males who 
are at-risk or have been trafficked or 
sexually exploited and/or individuals 
with acute substance use disorders. 
No matter what kind of traumatic 
background our beneficiaries came 
from the staff at Urban Light went 
above and beyond the call of duty to 
get the job done and provide the best 
possible care to those we serve. 
 And the work we are doing is getting 
increased attention throughout the 
city, the country and in the region. The 

team and I have been able to present 

the work of UL at a number of conferences and our methods 
and results are noticed. We find ourselves in the vanguard 
of the many-faceted attempt to raise Thailand’s poor up!
 There were many moments throughout 2015 when I 
was in awe. I am inspired to work alongside the team—
equally passionate people who are totally dedicated to 
our boys and young men. And I am humbled to have the 
opportunity to walk alongside our beneficiaries and to 
become a part of their story and their journey to a life free 
of fear and intimidation.
 And those of you who prayed for, encouraged and 
supported the UL effort: Thank you! Whether you are a 
donor, ran a fundraiser or awareness event or simply wrote 
a small note of encouragement my heartfelt gratitude 
goes out to you. In doing so, you are fully a part of the 
UL team. Together, we have impacted the lives of so 
many boys and men and brought light into many dark  
filled corners.

“There were many 
moments throughout 

2015 when I  
was in awe.”



2015 HIGHLIGHTS 
TIMELINE

JANUARY 

Substance Abuse 
Intervention and 
Prevention starts

FEBRUARY 

UL night and day Outreach 
expands into 10 locations

MARCH 

Urban Light’s 5th  
Year Anniversary

APRIL 

UL team enjoys the  
Thai new year with  
family & friends

MAY 

UL commences the long-
term volunteer program

JUNE 

Keith joins UL as a  
long-term volunteer

Niew joins the UL team  
as the new Accountant

JULY 

Over 200 Boys have 
already received  
UL services

AUGUST 

Founder attends Summit 
Series Eden, Eden, Utah

SEPTEMBER 

Dr. Matilda officially  
joins the UL team as  

their medical doctor

OCTOBER 

UL received Foundation 
Status in Thailand

Urban Light Project 
Coordinator attends Harm 

Reduction International 

Conference in Malaysia

NOVEMBER 

Founder attends Summit 
at Sea Conference, 
International Waters

DECEMBER 

U.S Annual Board  
Meeting, NYC

UL receives Approval  
Letter for US State 

Department funding



STATS

Survivors & vulnerable Boys Supported by Urban Light : 590
# of Boys who received services during Urban Light Outreach : 231

# of visits Boys made to the Urban Light Youth Center : 2,311
# of Hot + Healthy Meals provided to UL Boys : 3,665

One-on-One case management provided to UL Boys : 81,420 minutes
# of Urban Light staff members : Thai (6) Foreign (3)

Let’s Talk Numbers



HOUSING 
Funded by Love146 

# of Boys who entered the UL x Love146  
Transitional Housing Program: 8

# of Boys who received emergency housing: 6

HEALTH
Medical case-management provided to survivors & vulnerable  
Boys First-aid, Pharmacy visits, HIV Screening: 14,760 minutes

# of Boys who received Medical Check-ups: 76

Health Education provided to UL Boys: 2,160 minutes

# of Boys who received HIV & STI screenings: 22

# of Boys who received health screenings for other illnesses: 139

# of on-site Health Clinics @ the Urban Light Youth Center: 3

# of off-site Health Clinics in red light district: 2

EMPLOYMENT
# of Boys UL found jobs for outside the sex-trade: 23

EDUCATION
Education-based Services English, Life Skills,  
Professional Development: 12,600 minutes

# of Boys enrolled in alternative education: 20

URBAN LIGHT  
CORE SERVICES 



LEGAL SERVICES (NEW) 
Coming in 2016

OUTREACH
Street Outreach, Massage Parlors, Sex Bars, Internet Café’s

Outreach services provided to vulnerable& at-risk boys: 8,550 minutes

# of Boys who received direct services during outreach: 231

# of Boys who received health consultations during outreach: 103

# of home, jail & juvenile detention visits by UL staff: 38

HARM REDUCTION (NEW)
# of UL Health’CARE’ Kits distributed to at-risk Boys: 128

# of condoms distributed to at-risk Boys: 6,505

AWARENESS
# of individuals who visited the Urban Light Youth Center: 139

# of stickers, flyers, UL materials shared with public: 902

# of individuals reached via speaking  
engagements & Campus Tours: 2,300



URBAN LIGHT TEAM
Founder + President / Alezandra 
Thailand Director (USA) / Brent 
Doctor (Swiss) / Dr. Matilda 
Social Worker (Thai) / Dear
Case Manager (Thai) / Imp 
Project Coordinator SAIP (Thai) / Paan 
Outreach Worker (Thai) / Toh
Food and Center Care-Taker (Thai) / Khem
Accounting + Finance (Thai) / Niew

LONG-TERM VOLUNTEER TEAM
Community x Volunteer Liaison / Shelly
Videographer x Photographer x Friday Support / Brett
Research and Awareness / Elliot
Program and Awareness / Keith
Social Media Intern: Lauren 
Fundraising + Awareness Intern / Fiona 

PROFESSIONAL PARTNERSHIPS  
(PRO-BONO)
Health Support X Trainings: Dr. Kathrin Welch,  
Go Relentless Organization

Branding & Marketing: Manifesto Agency
Graphic Design: Tammy Funk

THE TEAM
URBAN LIGHT US BOARD 
Ziad Reslan
Alezandra Russell
Sally Shin
Dave Dyer
Amelia Makin
Jocelyn Kmet
Lori Gadola
Jarrod Bernstein

URBAN LIGHT THAI BOARD (THAILAND)
Monticha Dear Patt
June Amarat
Dr. Prasit Wangpakapattanawong
Ekawat Swetarat



Ping-Pong-A-Thon, Australia

Canton of Geneva, Switzerland

Embassy of Switzerland in Bangkok, Thailand

ENTRUST Foundation, Australia

Global Health Force, USA

LOVE146, USA

New Hope Baptist Church, Australia

Jean Paul Ohadi Foundation, USA

UP! International, Switzerland

TO OUR MAJOR DONORS
Thank You!



Art Relief International, Thailand

Athletic Greens, USA

Blindfold Magazine, USA

Manifesto Advertising, USA

Ping-Pong-A-thon, Australia

Soap Box Soaps, USA

U.S. Consulate Chiang Mai, Thailand

Le Merdian Hotel, Chiang Mai

TO OUR VIP PARNERSHIPS
Thank You!



FAIR OBSERVER 
“Boys, Too: The Forgotten Stories of Human Trafficking”

TIME MAGAZINE ONLINE 
“Hangover from Hell: Hundreds of  
Westerners Living on the Streets of Thailand”

BANGKOK POST 
“A Guiding Light”

BLINDFOLD MAGAZINE 
“Urban Light’s Fight Against Human Sex Trafficking”

PAST ARTICLES + PUBLICATIONS
RE: URBAN LIGHT 2013
Click on the articles below to be directed to the online article

CONSCIOUS MAGAZINE 
“A Rare Light for Male Victims of the Sex-Trade”  
by Tiffany Schoolfield

SCARLET & GRAY MAGAZINE 
“Alezandra Russell ’99 Educates Students On Modern Slavery”

PEPPERDINE UNIVERSITY MAGAZINE 
“Redlight Rescue”

SOMA WATER ONLINE 
“Finding Our Purpose: Change-making With Our Heart’s Intent”

http://www.fairobserver.com/article/boys-too-forgotten-stories-human-trafficking
http://www.fairobserver.com/article/boys-too-forgotten-stories-human-trafficking
http://world.time.com/2013/09/13/hangover-from-hell-hundreds-of-westerners-living-on-the-streets-of-thailand/%22%20http://world.time.com/2013/09/13/hangover-from-hell-hundreds-of-westerners-living-on-the-streets-of-thailand/
http://world.time.com/2013/09/13/hangover-from-hell-hundreds-of-westerners-living-on-the-streets-of-thailand/%22%20http://world.time.com/2013/09/13/hangover-from-hell-hundreds-of-westerners-living-on-the-streets-of-thailand/
http://world.time.com/2013/09/13/hangover-from-hell-hundreds-of-westerners-living-on-the-streets-of-thailand/%22%20http://world.time.com/2013/09/13/hangover-from-hell-hundreds-of-westerners-living-on-the-streets-of-thailand/
http://www.bangkokpost.com/lifestyle/culture/364330/%2522%2520%255Ch%2520http://www.bangkokpost.com/lifestyle/culture/364330/
http://www.bangkokpost.com/lifestyle/culture/364330/%2522%2520%255Ch%2520http://www.bangkokpost.com/lifestyle/culture/364330/
http://www.blindfoldmag.com/_blog/Blindfold_Magazine_Blog/post/urban-light/
http://www.blindfoldmag.com/_blog/Blindfold_Magazine_Blog/post/urban-light/
http://consciousmagazine.co/urbanlight/
http://consciousmagazine.co/urbanlight/
http://consciousmagazine.co/urbanlight/
https://www.stjohnschs.org/podium/default.aspx?t=204&tn=Alezandra+Russell+’99+Educates+Students+On+Modern+Slavery&nid=649160&ptid=147591&sdb=True&pf=pgr&mode=0&vcm=False
https://www.stjohnschs.org/podium/default.aspx?t=204&tn=Alezandra+Russell+’99+Educates+Students+On+Modern+Slavery&nid=649160&ptid=147591&sdb=True&pf=pgr&mode=0&vcm=False
http://magazine.pepperdine.edu/index.php/2013/04/red-light-rescue/
http://magazine.pepperdine.edu/index.php/2013/04/red-light-rescue/
http://blog.drinksoma.com/archive/2014/8/8/finding-our-purpose-change-making-with-our-hearts-intent
http://blog.drinksoma.com/archive/2014/8/8/finding-our-purpose-change-making-with-our-hearts-intent


SOCIAL MEDIA & CONTACT

WWW.URBAN-LIGHT.ORG

Urban Light@BeTheLightUL @UrbanLightThailand

The identity and privacy of all Urban Light Boys is strictly enforced by the Urban Light Child 
Protection Policy which is strictly enforced and followed by all staff, visitors and partners.

http://WWW.URBAN-LIGHT.ORG
https://www.facebook.com/bethelightUL?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/bethelightUL
https://www.instagram.com/urbanlightthailand/


BE THE LIGHT, BE THE CHANGE. DONATE.
CLICK HERE TO DONATE TO UL

http://www.urban-light.org

